
Happy New Year from Chapman Cultural Center

2016 Cultural Champions

Dr. Mary Lou Hightower was announced as the 2016 Educator 
of the Year award winner. Dr. Hightower retired from Spartanburg 
School District Six where she served as the District Arts 
Coordinator and Visual Arts teacher for over 30 years. She was 
instrumental in the development of the Muse Machine Summer 
Teachers Institute (now the STEAM Institute), serving as the 
directing professor to maintain the standards of an approved 
graduate course from its inception. 
Beth Hrubala Chapman Cultural Center Trustee and Education 
Chair said, “Her vision helps to keep the professional development 
of teachers at the forefront of cutting-edge arts education issues 
and instruction statewide.”

Jennifer Evins, President and CEO of Chapman Cultural 
Center, presented the award to Clark Gillespy, President of SC 
Duke Energy’s operation, and Linda Hannon, Government and 
Community Relations Manager for Duke Energy.
Upon receiving the award,Hannon said: “ We’re proud to partner 
with Chapman Cultural Center. In the communities we serve, 
we’re fortunate to be able to live, to serve, and to play. We want 
to be a part of seeing our communities grow and prosper. As 
a result, we understand the importance of the arts in that role 
and look forward to partnering with Chapman Cultural Center for 
many years to come”
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Every donor at the Chapman Cultural 
Center is important and worthy of 
celebration.  We work hard every day 
to make sure we never forget you are 

entrusting us with your hard-earned 
money to make Spartanburg a better 
place to work, play, and be creative.  
As you know, the arts touch every facet 
of our lives.  But the arts also mean 
business.  Each year in November we 
recognize Cultural Champions who have 
stood out in our community and gone 

above and beyond to support our leadership efforts. This year 
over 100 corporate and business leaders were celebrated at our 
annual luncheon. And, because of our donors, we are having a 
profound social impact. By making arts accessible for everyone, 
we are driving tourism and improving academic performance. 
We are adding vibrancy to a community where your employees 
will want to work and live. Your gift, no matter the size, is critical 
to our success.  Your philanthropic gift to our United Arts 
Fund allows visionaries in our community to dream big. Please 
continue to invest in us as we continue to provide cultural 
leadership and strengthen the arts in Spartanburg. 

by Lisa Hemond 
Senior Director of 
Development

Education Champion: Dr. Mary Lou Hightower Cultural Champion: Duke Energy



Strong Leadership Makes  
for Strong Arts

The ArtsXcelerator grant is a brand new opportunity from Chapman Cultural 
Center and is fully funded by proceeds from the Where We all Belong Concert 
held in April 2016. The ArtsXcelerator Grant was born from the Chapman 
Cultural Center’s ArtsX Society which was established by local young 
professionals 20 years ago. The group began as a giving society for the arts. 
Now, 20 years later, the legacy of the group lives on in the new ArtsXcelerator 
Challenge. A committee of young professionals will select the artist for the 
2017 grant in March 2017. 

The ArtsXcelerator Challenge is unprecedented because it is an arts grant 
directly linked to the Spartanburg Community Indicators Project. The Indicators 
Project is a collaboration of local Spartanburg organizations who report on 
the progress of key indicators in Spartanburg County. Their goal is to inspire 
dialogue and strategy that will lead to changes in the community and ultimately 
toward improving the quality of life for all Spartanburg Country residents. 

Inspired by the success of the Seeing Spartanburg in a New Light public 
art project, Chapman Cultural Center wants to continue to provide artists an 
opportunity to expand their creativity around issues impacting their community. 
Applying artists will need to select one or more of the seven indicators: 
Civic Health, Cultural Vitality, Economy, Education, Natural Environment, 
Public Health, and Social Environment, and partner with local nonprofits 
whose missions are to impact those improvements as the focus of their 
project. More information about The Indicators Project can be found at: www.
strategicspartanburg.org

The artist selected for the grant, in addition to receiving up to $10,000, will be 
aligned with a leading organization in their project’s indicator category. This 
will allow the artist access to research, community leaders, organizational 
support, and resources that will propel their project forward and make a lasting 
impact on the Spartanburg community.

To apply for the ArtsXcelerator Grant, visit: 
https://www.chapmanculturalcenter.org/art-grant-applications/. 

Executive Board
Ethan Burroughs, Chairman

Bert Barre, Vice Chair

Alex Garcia-Rivera, 
Secretary

Margaret Young, Treasurer

Muffet Chapman, Past 
Chairwoman

Angelina Painter 
Eschauzier, Governance

Trey Finney, At Large

Kelly T. Harvey, Community 
Outreach

Beth Hrubala, Education

Jeffrey Lehrer, Human 
Resources

Tom McLeod, Grants

Tom Nederostek, Facilities

Prema Samhat, Marketing 
& Dev. 

Dr. Charles White, At Large

Board of Trustees
Dr. Wes Alexander

Dr. Ashley Allen, PhD

William Barnet III

Terril Bates

Virginia Benintende

Kathryn Boucher

Beth Cecil

William Cobb

Hon. J. Derham Cole, Jr.

Julian Crawford

T. Kenneth Cribb, Jr.

Dawn Deck

Stinson Ferguson

Dr. J. Sidney Fulmer

Dr. Ron Garner

Sheila D. Henderson

Hon. Jeff Horton

J. Michael Kohler, Jr. 

Jason Lynch 

ArtsXcelerator Challenge
New Artist Grant to be awarded to a 
Spartanburg County artist.Hon. Shane Martin

Judy McCravy

Jayne Moorman

Dr. Charles Morrow

Carlotta Redish, PhD

Allen Smith

Jaime Wall

Pete Weisman

Winston Wingo

Staff
Jennifer C. Evins 
President & CEO

Kathy Campbell 
Office & Event Services

Janice Carpenter 
Guests & Volunteer Services

Tarah Dawkins 
Executive Assistant

Melissa Earley 
Community Impact &  
Outreach Director

Tom Hanley
Security

Alissa Heckel 
Ticket Office Manager

Lisa Hemond 
Senior Development Director

Ava Hughes 
Education Director

Ron O’Neill 
Facilities Manager

Halle Peoples 
Development Associate

Lynn Pike 
Finance Director

Stephen Smith 
Theater Technical Director

Rachel Williams 
Marketing & Communications 
Director

Seeing Spartanburg in a New Light
“Benchmark”



Celebrating Black History Month with A Sign of the Times
Chapman Cultural Center will celebrate Black History 

Month with Carolina-based, A Sign of the Times. Led 
by composer/director, Tyrone Jefferson, A Sign of 
the Times ensemble performs music from the African 
Diaspora, including Latin, Jazz, Classic Rhythm & Blues 
and Funk. Two performances sponsored by The City of 
Spartanburg and The Music Stand @ Blues Boulevard 
will be held at Chapman Cultural Center on Saturday 
February 25 at 6:00pm and 8:00pm. 

A Sign of the Times core musicians are committed to 
the mastery and preservation of Jazz - the only musical 
genre born in America! Their repertoire transports 
listeners to the days of Dizzy, Bird, Miles and Sassy as 
well as Earth, Wind & Fire, Marvin Gaye, the Stylistics, 
Etta James and James Brown. Each musical story is 
told with authenticity and gives reverence to the great 
ones who came before us.

We hope you will join us for these dynamic performances. 
Tickets on sale now for the February 25th performances at the Chapman Cultural Center Box Office.

March is Youth Art Month
Visit Chapman Cultural Center and it will not take you long to 

see the amazing talented children we have in our community.  
Each month our local schools display their best and brightest 
artists ranging from elementary to high school. All seven districts 
and our private schools in Spartanburg participate in displaying 
their youth art.  For many of us who work at Chapman Cultural 
Center, viewing youth art is the brightest spot in our day. March 
is an exciting month because the Artists’ Guild displays the best 
of the best from local high schools in a Juried Show of youth art.

“The acknowledgment and support provided for our students 
by Chapman Cultural Center validates the art learning of 
our students and fuels its success.  I am a firm believer that 
exposure to the arts through our partnership increases student 
empowerment and growth.  This opportunity allows students 
to see the diversity of peer work being created throughout 
Spartanburg county helping them understand the art world and 
their place in it.”  Cathey Stoney, Landrum High School



$700,000
Artists: 

$118,389.50 

Direct support to local professionals, such as 
musicians, artists, technicians, historians, and 
other cultural professionals for their services.

We Can’t Do This Without You! Find Out More: ChapmanCulturalCenter.org

Grants awarded to strengthen cultural programs, artists, 
and organizations that impact Spartanburg County.

Grants Awarded:

Sunday’s Unplugged
Looking for a day to recharge from the craziness of life?  Unplug 

at Chapman Cultural Center with a free concert every Sunday 
afternoon while visiting our museums.  Sundays Unplugged is one 
of Spartanburg’s best kept secrets.  Our local artists/musicians 
come out to Chapman Cultural Center from 2 pm to 4 pm to share 
their latest songs or maybe even play one of your old favorites.  
On February 26th, Woodruff’s hometown musician, Travis Smith, 
is performing and will likely share his Stevie Wonder and Motown 
influenced sound.  Smith is an accomplished musician who has 
been perfecting his craft since the age of three and singing in his 
church since he was six years old.  If you can’t make it to Smith’s 
performance, check out another one of our talented musicians:

Discovering Innovative teaching methods
Did you know that for more than 25 years Chapman Cultural Center has presented a three-hour graduate credit course for 

teachers? Teachers from around South Carolina come to Spartanburg to attend this summer series. The Muse Machine STEAM 
Institute has focused on creativity and arts integration, as well as on Howard Gardner’s theory of Multiple Intelligences, to help 
teachers find new ways to teach any classroom subject through the arts. Through our participation in the John F. Kennedy Center 
Partners in Education Program, as well as serving on several state-wide boards, we are able to stay ahead of the next big thing.  
Through our partnership with Milliken & Company, educators learn about innovation in the classroom and why creativity is important 
in hiring. Milliken & Company has partnered with us for the last five years. We are very grateful for their support.

Join Chapman Cultural Center for our 2017 Spartanburg Soaring 
International Kite Festival on Saturday April 22, 2017! Spartanburg Soaring! 
is a community-wide initiative, started in Spring 2014, to build civic pride, 
promote healthy outdoor play, and celebrate cultural diversity and creativity. 
The festival grows every year, so be sure to attend this year and make 
Spartanburg Soaring! International Kite Festival the highest-flying event yet! 
We’ll have an art market, food vendors, live music, kids activities, and of 
course amazing kites from professional kite-fliers!

2-5 Paul Bowman
2-12 Steve Nadeau
2-19 Kevin Lorenz
2-26 Travis Smith

3-5 Kevin Bridges
3-12 Sydney McMath
3-19 Barley Cove
3-26 Patrick Lopez

Saturday April 22!


