
 
Call for Artists 

  

 
Spartanburg area artists are encouraged to apply to create a work of art to celebrate the Mary Black 
Foundation’s anniversary. The Mary Black Foundation is a private, grantmaking organization with a 
charitable mission to invest in people and communities for improved health, wellness, and success in 
Spartanburg County. The Foundation believes all people should have access to opportunities to thrive 
both physically and mentally and that no one should be limited in achieving health and wellness because 
of who they are or where they live. 2021 marks the 35th anniversary of the Foundation’s inception – and 
25 years since its reconfiguration as a private foundation. The 2D artwork should reflect the 
Foundation’s vision for a healthy and thriving Spartanburg County, depicting people living a healthy life 
and/or the concept of a healthy community for all. https://maryblackfoundation.org/ 
 
This art project for the Mary Black Foundation is being managed by Chapman Cultural Center. Please 
contact Melissa Earley if you have any questions. mearley@spartanarts.org, 864-278-9685. 
 

Eligibility: 
All artists over the age of 18 are eligible. Artists living and/or working in Spartanburg County will receive 
preference. BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color), queer, and other diverse artists are encouraged 
to apply.  

Applicants should be aware that the artist selected for this project will not be able to retain intellectual 
property rights to their selected design(s). The Mary Black Foundation will require prints and giclées to 
be created from the original art to award as gifts to Board members, community partners, and other 
stakeholders.  

 
Details: 
All 2D mediums will be considered, including painting, photography, tapestry, weaving, etc. All genres 
such as realism, light abstraction and pointillism, expressionism, etc. will be considered, with the 
exception of non-representational abstraction. Materials are expected to be of archival quality and 
original piece should retain its integrity for a reasonable amount of time. If untraditional materials are to 
be used, please include information about expectations as to its handling, treatment, and maintenance. 
The location for this piece will be in the main hallway, and measures 105” tall and 95” wide. See 
attached photos to get a feel for the space. You may visit their offices if you’d like to look at the space; it 
is recommended, but not necessary, that you call before coming in: 864-573-9500.  

 



 
Time Line: 
August 6: proposals due (send to mearley@spartanarts.org. No hardcopy proposals will be considered) 
August 23 (or earlier): artist selected 
October 1 (or earlier): final original art delivered  
October 15 (or earlier): giclées and prints delivered (this may be handled by the artist or by CCC, 
depending upon the artist’s wishes) 
 

 
Items to include in your proposal: 

_____CV or artistic resume 

_____up to 10 images of completed works, preferably in the media you are proposing 

_____rough sketches or basic design layout for your suggested imagery for the art 

_____overview of suggested materials and presentation (will this be an oil painting on canvas in a 
wooden frame, a watercolor on paper in a metal frame that includes glass fronting, an unframed woven 
piece that will be hung/presented in a nontraditional way?) 

_____Time frame estimate (How long will work take to complete? If you have a printer of preference, 
general idea of how long giclées and prints will take as well.) 
 
_____fees for original art including framing or appropriate presentation and intellectual property rights 
 
_____fees for 100 prints and 50 canvas giclees at roughly original size 
 
_____general information about treatment and maintenance of the original art (Avoid placing in direct 
sunlight? Avoid heating and/or cooling vents? Any special instructions as to insuring the longevity of the 
piece?) 

 

Please address each of the items above in your proposal and send proposal to Melissa Earley at 
mearley@spartanarts.org. No hard copy packages will be accepted. Proposals are due by 5pm, August 
6, 2021.  

 

 

 



 

 

Red arrow indicates space where art will be installed. 95” between the two doors, and 105” from top of 
door to baseboard. Note: the three smaller items show here are for scale, and will be moved to another 

room when new art is installed. Also of note, there are a number of large, historical quilts created by 
members of the Black family, dating back to the mid-1800’s and framed in the hall and throughout their 

offices. The quilts are part of their permanent collection. 

 

 


