
Public Art Project 
Call for Mural Artist 

  

Spartanburg artists are encouraged to apply to design a public art project to include a large destination 
mural in downtown Spartanburg. The mural, or parts of it, will likely be used as a logo, coloring sheet, 
and may be used for stickers, t-shirts, posters, etc. Mural and other related items will be used to 
promote the Hope in the Burg project throughout the Spartanburg community.  
 
This public art project, an initiative of Come Closer, is being managed by Chapman Cultural Center. 
Please contact Melissa Earley if you have any questions. mearley@spartanarts.org, 864-278-9685 
 

Eligibility: 

All artists over the age of 18 who live or have a studio in Spartanburg County, SC are eligible. 

Applicants should be aware that the artist selected for this project will not be able to retain intellectual 
property rights to their selected design(s). The mural and related images created for this project will 
become the intellectual property of the Come Closer group, a Spartanburg-based Christian organization, 
who plan to reproduce the work with little or no profit. Any profits made from the sale of related 
merchandise will be donated to local charities who provide essential services in Spartanburg County, 
such as food, shelter, healthcare, and education. However, the group agrees to include the artist’s name 
or signature on all commercial reproductions, if the artist requests it.  

 
Hope in the Burg, presented by Come Closer: 

Spartanburg is a place where hope exists. It is present in our community and available to everyone. For 
people of faith, we know that there is hope in Jesus who has the power to change lives. We see hope at 
work in our schools, hospitals, prisons, businesses, neighborhoods, churches, shelters, and other 
organizations. Whether you are seeking spiritual truth, assistance during one of life's storms, or a new 
way of life altogether, there is hope in the 'Burg! 

The HOPE mural is meant to be a gift to the residents and visitors of Spartanburg from the Christian faith 
community. It is meant to direct people who are struggling in our community to services that can help 
them and bring them hope.  
 

 



Come Closer Group: 

Come Closer is a city movement made up of a group of pastors, ministry workers, business and civic 
leaders who desire to love the city of Spartanburg to life in Christ. Come Closer focuses on important 
areas of need in the community such as poverty & homelessness, children & orphans, prisoners, 
internationals & refugees, racial reconciliation and fighting against human trafficking.  
 

Location: 

The mural will be installed on the back brick wall of the SC Legal Services offices. Their official address is 
on Main Street, in downtown Spartanburg, but the back wall mural will be facing Dunbar Street. See 
images below. 

 
Public Art Mural: 

The bottom wall from the left side of the building to the door measures 111” tall x 390” wide (approx.)  
 
The mural is meant to become a destination for people who live in or visit Spartanburg, much like the 
“Love Where You Live” mural currently is. The Come Closer group would like to see clever and dynamic 
design that will naturally encourage people to take selfies in front of it and thus help spread the word 
about the Hope in the Burg project. The mural will be installed on the wall(s) of the SC Legal Services 
offices facing Dunbar Street in downtown Spartanburg. The wall is brick and there are several pipes and 
some hardware that will remain in place. The building is two levels and you may use both or only the 
lower level. Please see photos for reference and note that electric meters may not be painted or 
obscured.  
 
The main requirement for selection is that the word “HOPE” must be the major design feature in your 
proposal. You will also need to incorporate the project website, which will direct people to local 
services. You may use any colors, themes, fonts, incorporate other items if you desire, but the word 
“HOPE” must be bold, clear, and obvious from a distance. Also, we will invite the public to help paint the 
mural, too. We are considering having at least part of the lower, more accessible areas of the mural to 
be “paint by numbers” where each person is given a small cup of paint and asked to fill in the lines with 
their color, or there may be other options as designed by the artist. We are open to the artists’ ideas on 
how to do this is a different way, but Come Closer definitely wants a similar public interaction on the day 
of service in October. (It may be necessary for the artist to do some touch up work after the public 
component, to clean up lines, etc. but the work will be sealed and completed after the public 
interaction.)  
 
PLEASE NOTE: In addition to the mural installation, the design of the mural (perhaps with some small 
changes you’ll be asked to make to accommodate a change in scale) is also likely to be used as a 
template for a coloring sheet that will be distributed to schools, community centers, libraries, churches, 
etc. Also, there are other activities involved when this initiative rolls out in the fall, and the mural design 
may be used as a template for all of them. Those activities currently include plans for interactive 
paintings of the word “HOPE” that will be displayed in several areas around the city.  
 
 



 
 

Items to include in your proposal: 

_____CV or artistic resume 

_____up to 10 images of completed works, preferably murals or very large scale 2-D projects 

_____rough sketches or basic design layout for your suggested imagery for the public art mural 

_____Time frame estimate (How long will work take to complete?) 

_____Budget must include all items below (if not applicable, please make a note of that) 
 ___ Your fees for design and implementation of mural, coloring sheet, and logo. (Please 
note that our standard contract requires artist to be available to repair or touch up mural for a 
period of three years after installation is complete.) 
 ___ Cost of any assistant(s) you may need to hire to help with installation 
 ___ Cost of paint, brushes, drop cloths, rollers, transfer items, sealants, and any other 
materials 
 ___ Miscellaneous (travel, equipment rental, scaffolding, and any other costs)  

_____Idea and project narrative (What is your overall proposal for the project? What do we need to 
 know about your work process?  

_____Requirements from our team (Will you need a ladder, extra lighting, or other basic equipment to 
be provided for you? Will you need a water source or electricity? Will you need pressure washing 
before starting?) 

_____Safety and health (Are your materials certified as non-toxic? Are there any precautions the public 
should know about when assisting with the public art mural project?) 

_____ Project longevity and maintenance estimates. How long do you estimate the mural will last 
 without significant fading from sun or occasional cleaning? Will staff be able to clean mural with 
 traditional chemical cleaners? (Please note: our standard contract requires that the artist be 
 available for a period of three years to handle basic repairs and touch ups with no added fee.) 

 

Please address each of the items above in your proposal and send proposal to Melissa Earley at 
mearley@spartanarts.org. No hard copy packages will be accepted. Proposals are due by 5pm, May 
28st, 2021.  

 

 

 



 



 

 





 



  

 

 



 

 


